THE  STRENGTH  OF THE GOVERNMENT

Cabinet. In the meantime they had become known to the press in
Paris, and were reproduced in the London newspapers. There was an
immediate outcry on what the Prime Minister called 'the ground of
conscience and honour'.1 'I know that something has happened', said
Mr Baldwin,' that has appealed to the deepest feelings of our country-
men, that some note has been struck that brings back from them a
response from the depths.'2 Here there was no organisation of public
opinion. The proposals produced a spontaneous outburst which led at
once to protests among all sections of the population, and on both sides
of the House of Commons.

The Cabinet was faced with the choice of approving the proposals
or of publicly repudiating the action of the Foreign Secretary. It chose
the former; but the opposition increased and the sense of outrage
became more widespread. Only three weeks before, the Government
had secured a majority of 250 as the result of the general election. That
majority, faced with its election promises and the public outburst, could
no longer be relied upon. The Opposition put down a motion which
was, in substance, a vote of censure. A motion from the Government
side sought to condemn the proposals. The Cabinet had not liked the
proposals when first it saw them. Faced with the expressions of public
concern, it reconsidered the situation. It felt that * there could not be
the support in this country behind these proposals even as terms of
negotiation'.3 It 'felt that there could not be that volume of public
opinion which it is necessary to have in a democracy behind the
Government in a matter so important as this'.4 It decided to reverse its
decision. The Foreign Secretary resigned. * There is the hard ineluctable
fact5, he said, 'that I have not got the confidence of the great body of
opinion in the country, and I feel that it is essential for the Foreign
Secretary, more than any other minister in the country, to have behind
him the general approval of his fellow-countrymen. I have not got that
general approval behind me today, and as soon as I realised that fact,
without any prompting, without any suggestion from anyone, I asked
the Prime Minister to accept my resignation.^ ' It is perfectly obvious',
said the Prime Minister, 'that the proposals are absolutely and com-

1 307 H.C.Deb. 5 s., 2030.                 * Ibid.                 3 Ibid. 2030-1.

4 Ibid. 2031.                                        s Ibid. 2012.
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